
TRAVEL GUIDE With spectacular golden hues, apple pies stacked high,  
harvest festivals for the whole family, and leaf-peeping 
opportunities galore, fall is the perfect time to fall  
in love with Door County. 

DOOR COUNTY FALL 2013



In October, when the high dips into the mid-
50s, a driving tour can be a great way to see the 
sights. !e self-guided Door County circle tour 
takes you up the Green Bay side of the peninsula, 
on a ferry to Washington Island, and then back 
down the Lake Michigan side. If you’d rather 
someone else drive, hop on the Door County  
Trolley for an hour-long overview of the area  
and a chance to glimpse those shifting hues.

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES
!ere are a few things you can always count on in 
Door County: a slice of cherry pie, a striking sun-
set, and a full schedule of festivals. In September, 
usher in a new season at the Harvest Festival and 
Harvest Moon Celebration (Sept. 21), complete 
with vintage cars, gourd painting, live music and 
dancing, a sturgeon auction, and more. 

Come October, the Sister Bay Fall Fest (Oct. 
18–20) is known as the granddaddy of Door 
County festivals, now in its 68th year. It started 
as a celebration for all those who worked during 
the tourist season and has evolved into one of the 
biggest parties the peninsula hosts. 

At the Washington Island Farm Museum, use an 
antique cider press to make your own juice at the 
Fall Fun Fest & Cider Pressing Party (Oct. 12–13). 
!e same weekend, Egg Harbor’s Pumpkin Patch 
Festival is always a hit, with a roaming magician, 
face painting, scarecrow displays, and a storyteller.
!e truly fit can run !e Fall 50, a 50-mile 

adventure that takes ultra-marathoners past  
beautiful fall colors and ends with a celebration 
they’ve certainly earned.

A FEAST FOR THE SENSES
See, smell, touch, and taste the glorious fall  
goodies in Door County, which is home to more 
than a dozen orchards and farmers markets  FALL’S BOUNTY

SURROUNDED BY THE WATERS OF LAKE MICHIGAN AND GREEN 
BAY, DOOR COUNTY HAS LONG BEEN KNOWN AS A SUMMER  
destination, the kind of place families visit year after year, 
generation after generation.

Summer, however, is far from the only beautiful time  
to arrive — in fact, Door County is one of the best  
places in the country to view fall foliage, and as those 
high-season crowds begin to dwindle a bit, the peninsula 
and surrounding islands are yours for exploring.

GETTING OUTSIDE
All the same things that make summer fun — sailing, golfing, horseback riding, fishing,  
hiking, gallery browsing — are available come autumn as well. !e average high in  
September is 71 degrees, so there are still ample sunny days ahead. 

Nature lovers should look no further than the two dozen state and county parks. !e 
biggest is Peninsula State Park, packed with hiking trails, an 18-hole golf course, a lighthouse 
available for touring, a 75-foot-tall observation tower, and biking, among many other  
highlights. Less well known but just as worthwhile is the tranquil Cave Point County Park, 
part of the larger Whitefish Dunes State Park. !anks to the crashing of waves against the 
limestone blu"s, interesting sea caves have been created. Keep your eye out for birds  
of all kinds as you hike along a half-mile trail or eat a picnic lunch.  

 1  FALL 2013 TRAVEL GUIDE   

Your basket of 
experiences will be 
!lled aplenty with 
AN AUTUMN TRIP 
TO DOOR COUNTY.
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touting fresh fruits and veggies. A number of  
u-pick farms let you pull the apples right o"  
the tree, then take them home to eat as is, press 
into cider, turn into jam, or bake into an apple pie. 
!is is also a great time of year to drive the  

Door County Wine Trail, with eight distinct 
wineries along the way. Fruit wines, particularly 
cherry and apple, are what the area is known for, 
but these creative wineries have been branching 
out to other blends as well. Most have free tastings 
and many have guided tours. 

And, of course, you can’t leave the county 
without partaking in a fish boil, a culinary  
tradition that dates back over a century. It starts 
with a pot over an open flame and ends with a 
fiery blaze that results in tender and flavorful 
chunks of whitefish. Nearly a dozen places  
around the county have their own spin on  
this dinner-and-a-show combo.

Ready to fall into all the county’s fall  
experiences? We thought so. 
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The !agship product, Lighthouse Gin, 
is worth the stop itself (and that’s saying 
something, as there are many wonderful 
tastes to be had). Although the distillery 
has only been in operation since 2011, 
it’s already carved a name for itself 
among the storied brands.

At the Ultimate Spirit Challenge in 
New York this year, Lighthouse Gin —  
a distinctly Door County mix of locally 
sourced juniper berries, citrus, eight 
botanicals, and limestone-infused  
water — was the only "nalist from the 
United States and received a score of  
95, the second-highest mark given.  
It was also designated a “Great Value” 
at $19.99 per bottle. 

No stranger to accolades, the  
Lighthouse Gin won Gold in 2012 and 
2013 from the Finger Lakes International  
Wine Competition, spirit category;  
Silver in 2013 from the San Francisco 
World Spirits Competition; and Silver  
in 2012 from the Riverside International  
Wine Competition, spirit category.

As if that’s not enough to entice  
you to drop by the copper-pipe-lined 
tasting room for a free sip, there’s plenty 
more to try, like the subtle and smooth 
Lighthouse Vodka and the aromatic 
Lighthouse Cherry Vodka. The distillery 
also produces the award-winning 
Luminous Vodka, an ultra-premium 
creation with a clean taste; Door County 
Apple Brandy, a cocktail staple with 
candied apple, honey, and cinnamon 
!avors; and Door County Cherry Brandy, 
with a signature Montmorency cherry 
aroma and sweet black cherry fruit 
"nish, among other products.

Another great option is to head next 
door to sister business Door Peninsula 
Winery (dcwine.com) for a dizzying array 
of wines all available for complimentary 
tasting — plus samples of fudge, olive 
oil, balsamic vinegar, mustard, and more.

So come and drink it all in (and don’t 
miss the gin) — these sips are the very 
essence of Door County. 
doorcountydistillery.com

Door County Distillery

For a sip of Door County — quite literally — head to Door County Distillery 
in Carlsville, where the spirits all "ttingly embody the spirit of the place 
they’re made.
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PREP: 40 minutes      BAKE: 55 minutes

 1  15-ounce package rolled refrigerated unbaked pie crust or  
homemade pastry for double-crust pie

 " cup toasted almonds, chopped

 6  cups thinly sliced, peeled Jonathan or Golden Delicious apples

 1⁄3 cup cherry preserves

 " cup sugar

 3 tablespoons all-purpose #our

 " teaspoon ground cardamom

 1 cup frozen unsweetened pitted tart red cherries, thawed

  Milk and sugar for crust

1.  Let pie crust stand according to package directions. Unroll pie crust; place  
into a 9-inch pie plate. Trim bottom pastry ! inch beyond edge of pie plate.  
Sprinkle toasted almonds on the bottom crust.

2.  In a large mixing bowl, toss apples with the cherry preserves. In a small bowl, 
stir together the ! cup sugar, !our, and cardamom. Add to the apple mixture 
in the mixing bowl; add cherries. Gently toss the fruit to coat.

3.  Transfer mixture to the pastry-lined pie plate. Cut remaining pastry into  
!-inch-wide strips for lattice top. Weave over "lling and press into bottom 
pastry. Fold bottom pastry over strips; seal and crimp edge. Brush with milk  
and sprinkle with additional sugar.

4.  Cover the edge of the pie with foil to prevent overbrowning. Bake in a  
375° F oven for 25 minutes. Remove the foil. Bake for 30 to 35 minutes  
more or until the lattice top is golden and the "lling is bubbly. Cool the pie  
on a wire rack. MAKES 8 SERVINGS.

ONE THING’S FOR SURE: IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO GO 
HUNGRY IN DOOR COUNTY. Figuring out where to 
start among the many good choices is another matter. 
Let this restaurant tour be your guide — but you can’t  
go wrong anywhere in the county.

Breakfast is the meal of champions, and you’ll be a 
winner if you start the day o" with Swedish pancakes  
at Al Johnson’s Swedish Restaurant & Butik in Sister  
Bay. Not only are Scandinavian specialties served up  
in an adorable atmosphere, but goats actually graze  
on the sod roof. In Carlsville, grab a wake-me-up  
beverage at Door County Co"ee & Tea Co., where  
the flavor choices are extensive.

For lunch, vegetarians and carnivores alike enjoy 
Bluefront Cafe in Sturgeon Bay, known for local and 
organic ingredients (the fish tacos win raves). For a  
nostalgic meal at a local institution, Wilson’s Restaurant 
and Ice Cream Parlor in Ephraim has been serving up 
diner classics since 1906. You can’t leave without some 
of the home-brewed root beer or ice cream.

Sit down for a casual dinner of pizza, salads, and 
sandwiches at the sustainability-focused Wild Tomato, 
which boasts the only wood-fired oven in Fish Creek,  
or go for an upscale experience at the aptly named  
Waterfront in Sister Bay, where the land and sea options 
are as memorable as the sunsets from this spot.

Night owls can head to Mink River Basin in  
Ellison Bay for pub food and beverages in a laid-back 
atmosphere. On a nice evening, grab a snack and a  
drink on the balcony at Cooper’s Corner in Fish Creek 
(the executive chef travels the country looking for  
interesting flavors to bring back) and contemplate  
just where you’ll dine tomorrow. 

Eat, Drink, and  
BE MERRY
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A MAGNET FOR ARTISTS FOR MORE THAN 
A CENTURY, DOOR COUNTY OVERFLOWS 
WITH NATURAL INSPIRATION FOR CREATIVE 
TYPES — and Peninsula School of Art provides 

just the learning atmosphere for novices and 

serious-minded artists alike. 

In addition to classes, the Fish Creek school 

hosts educationally themed gallery exhibitions 

with master works, concerts, free Family Art  

Days on the third Saturday of the month from  

September to May, and gallery talks, among  

other events. Making Our Mark, a juried 

exhibition from Aug. 24 to Oct. 5, will display  

the very best of student work since 2008. 

Also coming up, the annual Iron Pour  

Bene"t (Oct. 12) allows participants of all ages  

to create their own iron tile by etching into a 

sand-and-resin mold. Everyone is invited to  

witness the "ery pour, listen to live music,  

and enjoy seasonal refreshments. 

The "nal exhibition of 2013, Night Lights: 

Photographic Light Paintings, opens the day  

of the iron pour and features the photographs  

of internationally recognized light painters.  

Without the help of computer software or  

special photographic equipment, light painting 

photographers use light sources as simple  

as a !ashlight to create dramatic effects in  

a dark environment. 

peninsulaschoolofart.com

ART
PENINSULA SCHOOL OF 

Something Special  
APPLE CHERRY PIE 

AS FEATURED IN

http://www.doorcountydistillery.com
http://www.doorcounty.com
http://www.peninsulaschoolofart.com


PENINSULA PLAYERS 

Located between Egg Harbor and Fish 
Creek, the partially open-air, all-weather 
pavilion in the forest is set against a 
backdrop of cedar trees and breath-
taking sunsets that make this a special 
spot for a not-so-ordinary evening out. 

August’s highlights include Sunday 
in the Park with George (July 24–Aug. 
11), a musical about life and art, with 
lyrics from Stephen Sondheim, and  
The Game’s Afoot (Aug. 14–Sept. 1),  
a twists-and-turns-"lled whodunit set 
in a castle home. 

DOOR COUNTY  
MARITIME MUSEUM
At the very tip of Door Peninsula sits Gills Rock, a  
small !shing village on the shores of Porte des Morts  
(translation: Death’s Door). That may sound scary, but 
here, Hope #oats — the wooden !sh tug Hope, that is.

COLOR GUARD
The changing leaves give Door County  
a whole new look.

At Gills Rock Museum, an outpost of 
Door County Maritime Museum (with 
additional locations in Sturgeon Bay and 
on Cana Island), the focus is on the area’s 
commercial "shing industry. Visitors can 
step onto the 45-foot Hope; explore a 
replica net shed that’s stocked with "shing 
boxes, net reel, and other traditional 
"shing supplies; and browse through a 
collection of marine engines. 

Wondering where the “Death’s Door” 
name comes from? The shipwreck and 
scuba diving exhibit will clue you in as you 
peer at artifacts that have been recovered 
from the depths of Lake Michigan. You 
can also try your hand at rescuing strand-
ed mariners with a Lyle gun, a mechanism 
dating back to the 1800s for saving those 
at sea.

As a parting gift, grab an “I found 
Hope in Gills Rock” shirt from the mu-
seum store — Hope isn’t the only thing 
you’ll "nd at this fascinating stop, but it's 
one of the most  
memorable.  dcmm.org

Since 1935, audiences have been captivated by Peninsula 
Players’ take on classic and contemporary works, earning 
the oldest professional resident summer theater a reputa-
tion far beyond the county for its high-caliber productions. 

September brings the sweet and 
funny family comedy Miracle on South 
Division Street (Sept. 4–Oct. 20) to the 
stage, along with in-!oor radiant heat 
to the pavilion. Arrive early to enjoy a 
pre-show bon"re (weather permitting) 
and locally pressed hot cider from the 
on-site Luna Bar. 

This is a frequently recommended 
activity in Door County, so buy your  
tickets early — the shows and location 
are something you have to see to  
believe.   peninsulaplayers.com

WITH BRIGHT WHITE CHERRY BLOSSOMS IN SPRING, brilliant 
orange sunsets against a backdrop of shimmering blue water in 
summer, and the turning of leaves from green to vivid shades of 
yellow, orange, and red in the fall, Door County isn’t short on  
colorful vistas.

The leaves begin to turn in late September and typically hit their 
peak around mid-October. The process starts north on Washington 
Island and then ripples south as the days pass. 

There are countless ways to enjoy the foliage. By foot, Newport 
State Park’s Europe Bay/Holtz Loop trail features grasses transitioning 
shades as well as blackberries ripe for the picking. In the car, meander 
along the Door County Coastal Byway, 60-plus miles through the 
bluffs overlooking Green Bay, the dunes of Lake Michigan, and quaint 
towns and villages that will charm you into stopping and shopping on 
their main streets. By water, you can rent a kayak or take a boat ride. 
For an above-ground perspective, climb to the top of one of three 
lookout towers in the county (Peninsula State Park, Potawatomi State 
Park and Mountain Park on Washington Island) and marvel at the 
colors as far as the eye can see. 

Parkwood Lodge
WANT TO BE ON A HIKING TRAIL 
among cedar trees, forested terraces, 
and spectacular cliffside views within 
!ve minutes of leaving your bed — and 
without having to rough it in a tent? 
Park yourself at Parkwood Lodge, a 
family-friendly accommodations option 
in Fish Creek with free Wi-Fi. 

The prices are right at the affordable 
property, which features a variety of 
room types. Keep it basic with a two-
queen-beds Lodge Room, add on the 
option to cook with a Kitchenette Room, 
or give your family space to spread out in 
one of the suites. 

There’s tons to keep you busy on-site, 
from a large indoor pool and whirlpool 
to charcoal grills and picnic areas to a 
bon!re pit and tennis courts, and there’s 
even more just beyond the bounds of 
the centrally located lodge. 

In addition to being right across from 
crown jewel Peninsula State Park, you’ll 
be just minutes from the old-school 
Skyway Drive-In Theatre, the endlessly 
entertaining Hands On Art Studio, and 
the fun-to-browse Top of the Hill Shops.

There’s so much to explore in Door 
County — and this is the ideal launching 
point for seeing it all.  
parkwoodlodge.com

Five minutes from the shops, restaurants, 
and vibrant music scene of downtown Egg 
Harbor, The Shallows has been welcoming 
guests for more than four decades, many of 
whom come back year after year. 

And why shouldn’t they? Here, the views 
of sunrise and sunset are truly something 
to write home about. The well-manicured 
park-like grounds, with !owers everywhere 
you look, include 400 feet of shoreline. Plus 
there’s an outdoor pool, a hot tub on the 
water, "re pits, and a tennis court. Perhaps 
best of all — and surely the reason people 
put this spot on their return-visit list — is 
the homey vibe. You’ll feel like you’re family, 
whether it’s your "rst visit or your 15th.

Guests are free use one of the kayaks, ca-
noes, or rowboats on the property to paddle 
around Green Bay. Or borrow a bike and 

pedal down Horseshoe Bay Road, one of the 
most scenic routes on the peninsula, lined 
with limestone bluffs and rolling farmland. 
You can try your luck at catching a "sh for 
dinner, or just sit on one of the benches and 
get lost in a good book. 

Each room type offers something a little 
different, but all the waterfront accommo-
dations come with king or queen beds, a 
full bath, air-conditioning, and gas barbecue 
grills. There are also "ve homes and cottages 
located off-site for even more options. Fido’s 
welcome, too, if the four-legged members 
of your family are lucky enough to be invited 
on your getaway. 

Whatever you decide "ts you just right, 
you’re sure to "nd a lodging type you’ll love 
— and a place you’ll want to come back to 
again and again. shallows.com

DISCOVER THE SHALLOWS RESORT, A BEAUTIFUL PLACE 
TO STAY BY THE BAY. Whether you’re on the hunt for a 
three-bedroom cottage, a beachfront motel room, a log 
home on 18 acres, or a one-bedroom suite, !e Shallows 
Resort has something that will fit you just right. 

THE 
SHALLOWS 

RESORT 

RESTFUL RETREATS
Combining a great location, on-site amenities, and friendly staff, these accommodations  
are tops for your Door County stay.

Log on to DoorCounty.com 
to check out the Fall Color Report.
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